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Introduction

Malignant lymphomas of the oral cavity are uncommon
and account for 3.5% of all oral malignancies.1 The
majority of primary malignant lymphomas of the oral cav-
ity are diffuse large B-cell lymphomas, and intraoral mar-
ginal zone B-cell lymphoma of the mucosa-associated
lymphoid tissue (MALT) type appears rarely.2,3 Thus, only
a few cases of primary MALT lymphoma arising from oral
cavity have been described in the literature.4-8 To clarify
further histopathologic findings of intraoral MALT type
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Primary mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT)
type lymphoma arising in the oral cavity is rare. We
examined histopathologic, immunohistological and
genotypic findings of seven cases of intraoral MALT
lymphoma using formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded
tissues. Histologically, two variants have been delin-
eated. (i) In four cases of minor salivary gland type,
the lymphoid follicles were surrounded by centro-
cyte-like (CCL) cells with occasional follicular colo-
nization. The CCL cells invaded the residual salivary
gland duct resulting in a lymphoepithelial lesion.
CCL cells frequently showed plasmacytic differenti-

ation. (ii) In three cases of follicular growth type, the
lesion was characterized by follicular growth pattern
resulting from prominent follicular colonization.
CCL cells showed minimal plasma cell differentia-
tion. There was no residual epithelial component
detected even by cytokeratin immunostaining. There
were no Epstein-Barr virus-encoded small RNA-pos-
itive cells detected by in situ hybridization. API2-
MALT1 fusion transcript does not appear to be asso-
ciated with either histological variant of primary
intraoral MALT lymphoma. (Pathology Oncology
Research Vol 13, No 4, 345–349)
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lymphomas, histopathologic, immunohistochemical and
genotypic findings of seven such cases were studied, and
two histological varieties are delineated. 

Materials and Methods

Seven cases were collected from a series treated
between 1992 and 2006 by one of the authors (MK). Med-
ical records of seven cases were extensively reviewed.
One case (no. 4) have been reported previously.8

Tissue specimens were fixed in formalin, routinely
processed and embedded in paraffin. For light microscop-
ic examination, the sections were stained with hema-
toxylin-eosin (HE). 

Immunohistochemistry was performed on paraffin sec-
tions using a Ventana automated (BenchMarkTM) stainer
according to the manufacturer’s directions. A panel of



antibodies included those against IgD (Novocastra, New-
castle, UK), IgM (Dako A/S, Glostrup, Denmark), CD3
(PS-1; MBL, Nagoya, Japan), CD5 (4C7; Novocastra),
CD10 (56C6; Novocastra), CD20 (L26; Dako), CD23
(1B12; Novocastra), CD43 (DFT-1; Dako), bcl-2 (124;
Dako), cyclin D1 (5D4, MBL), bcl-6 (polyclonal; Dako),
bcl-10 (151; Dako) and cytokeratin AE1/3 (Dako).
Replacement of primary antibodies by normal mouse- or
rabbit serum was used as a negative control.

In situ hybridization (ISH) with Epstein-Barr virus
(EBV)-encoded small RNA (EBER) oligonucleotides was
performed to test for the presence of EBV small RNA in
formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded sections using a Ven-
tana automated (BenchMarkTM) stainer.

In four cases (nos. 4-7), the API2-MALT1 fusion transcript
was examined using formalin-fixed and paraffin-embedded
tissue according to the method we recently described.9

Results

The main clinicopathologic findings are shown in Tables
1 and 2.

Clinical findings

The patients, four females and three males, ranged in age
from 23 to 83 years with a median age of 64 years. In three
patients (nos. 2, 4 and 5), the tumor was located in the soft
palate, in three (nos. 1, 3 and 7) in the buccal mucosa and in
the remaining one (case no. 6), the tumor originated in the gin-
giva. None of the patients had systemic symptoms or history
of autoimmune disease, including Sjögren’s syndrome.
Patient 1 had concurrent MALT lymphoma in the orbita, and
patient 5 in the parotid gland. In both patients, extraoral
MALT type lymphoma was discovered simultaneously with
intraoral lymphoma. An analysis of patients’ life styles did not
suggest any risk factors for human immunodeficiency virus
type-1 (HIV-1) infection, although serological findings for
anti-HIV-1 antibody were available in two cases (no. 1 and 5). 

Three patients (nos. 1, 3 and 6) were treated with radio-
therapy, two patients (nos. 5 and 7) received combination
chemotherapy, and two (case no. 2 and 4) did not receive
any medication after surgery. 

Follow-up data were obtained for all seven patients. The
median follow-up period (from diagnosis to last follow-up)
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Table 1. Summary of clinical findings in seven patients

Age/ gender Site of disease Tumor Concurrent Therapy and outcome
size (cm) tumor 

1 23/F Rt buccal mucosa 1.5 Orbita RT, 3 m lung recurrence, Chem+PBSCT, 68 m A (–)
2 51/M Soft palate 1.5 – Resection, 120 m A (–)
3 60/M Lt buccal mucosa 3 – Resection, RT, 168 m A (–)
4 64/F Soft palate 2 – Resection several times of recurrences, 180 m A (+)
5 77/F Soft palate 1.5 Parotid gland Chem, 41 m A (–)
6 78/F Rt gingiva 3 – RT, 14 m A (–)
7 83/M Rt buccal mucosa 3.5 – Chem, PR, 18 m A (+)

F, female; M, male; Rt, right; Lt, left; Bil, bilateral; RT, radiotherapy; Chem, combination chemotherapy; PR, partial response;
PBSCT, autologous peripheral blood stem cell transplantation; m, months; A, alive; (–), without disease; (+), with disease

Table 2. Summary of pathological, EBV and genotypic findings in seven patients

Histology PCD FC LEL sIgM sIgD cIg CD43 Bcl-2 Bcl-10 EBER API2-
MALT1

1 MSGT ++ + ++ P N Kappa N P N N ND
2 MSGT ++ ++ ++ P N Kappa N P N N ND
3 FG + +++ – P P N ND P N N ND 
4 MSGT ++ + + P N Kappa ND ND N N N
5 MSGT + ++ + ND ND Lambda P ND N N N 
6 FG + +++ – P N N P P N N N
7 FG + +++ – P P N ND P N N N

PCD, plasma cell differentiation; FC, follicular colonization; LEL, lymphoepithelial lesion; sIg, surface immunoglobulin; cIg,
cytoplasmic immunoglobulin; EBER, Epstein-Barr virus-encoded small RNA, MSGT, minor salivary gland type; FG, follicular
growth type, –, negative or absent; +, scattered or mild; ++, moderate; +++, numerous or prominent; N, negative; P, positive;
ND, not determined



was 68 months with a range of 14 months to 180 months.
One patient (no. 1) showed a relapse in the bilateral lungs
after 3 months, but was managed using combination
chemotherapy and autologous peripheral blood stem cell
transplantation. Case 4 had multiple intraoral recurrences
of the tumor. All seven cases were alive at last follow-up. 

Pathological, immunohistochemical and EBV findings

Two distinct morphological patterns have been delineated.
I) MALT lymphoma arising from minor salivary gland

(minor salivary gland type) (n=4; cases 1, 2, 4 and 5)
The lymphoid follicles were surrounded by centrocyte-

like (CCL) cells with occasional follicular colonization
(Fig.1). The CCL cells were medium-sized, and usually
had round or indented nuclei and moderate to abundant
cytoplasm (Fig. 2). The CCL cells invaded the residual
salivary gland duct resulting in lymphoepithelial lesion.
Occasionally large cells resembling centroblasts or

immunoblasts were also identified. Plasmacytoid differen-
tiation of tumor cells was frequent (Fig. 2), and in one case
(no. 4), it was the predominant feature of neoplastic cells.
In one lesion (no. 4), the majority of the lesion was occu-
pied by amyloid deposition.

The tumor cells were CD5-, CD10-, CD20+, CD23-,
CD43-, bcl-2+, bcl-6-, bcl-10-, cyclin D1-, surface IgM+/-,
surface IgD-. Monoclonal intracytoplasmic immunoglobu-
lin was detected in all four cases (nos. 1, 2, 4: kappa, 5:
lambda).

II) Prominent follicular colonization pattern (follicular
growth type) (n=3; cases 3, 6 and 7)

Histologically, at low-power field, the lesion was char-
acterized by follicular and diffuse pattern with a marginal
zone component (Fig. 3). Interstitial fibrosis compartmen-
talized the lesion. Occasionally, mantle cells invaded into
the neoplastic follicles colonized by the tumor cells, and
somewhat resembled the “floral variant” follicular lym-
phoma in two cases (nos. 6 and 7) (Fig. 3). The CCL cells
exhibited minimal plasma cell differentiation (Fig. 4a).
Occasionally, large cells resembling centroblasts were also
identified.  The colonized germinal centers were occupied
by neoplastic cells with various numbers of residual follic-
ular center cells and mantle cells (Fig. 4b). 

The tumor cells were CD5-, CD10-, CD20+, CD23-,
CD43+, bcl-2+ (Fig. 5a), bcl-6- (Fig. 5b), bcl-10-, cyclin
D1-, surface IgM+, surface IgD+/- and cytoplasmic
immunoglobulin-. Residual non-neoplastic germinal cen-
ter cells were CD10+, CD20+, CD43-, bcl-2- (Fig. 5a),
bcl-6+ (Fig. 5b) and bcl-10+. CD23 immunostaining
demonstrated disrupted follicular dendritic cell pattern
characteristics of follicular colonization in MALT lym-
phoma (Fig. 5c).  Cytokeratin AE1/3 immunostaining did
not demonstrate any residual epithelial component.  

There was no Epstein-Barr virus encoded small RNA
was detected by the ISH in any of the seven cases exam-
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Figure 1. On low-power field, a colonized lymphoid follicle with
indistinct mantle zone surrounded by neoplastic cells. HE x25,
Case 5

Figure 2. On high-power field, medium-sized lymphocytes with
round or indented nuclei and moderate to abundant cytoplasm
invaded the salivary gland duct. Tumor cells exhibited plasma
cell differentiation. HE x100, Case 5

Figure 3. On low-power field, neoplastic follicles colonized by
the tumor cells somewhat resembled “floral variant” follicular
lymphoma. Interstitial fibrosis compartmentalized the lesion.
HE x10, Case 6



ined. In only one case (no. 7), scattered reactive T cells
were EBER+.  

There was no API2-MALT1 fusion transcript detected in
any of the four cases examined (nos. 4-7). 

Discussion

Mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT) type lym-
phoma arising in the oral cavity is rare.2,3 To our knowl-
edge, only seven cases of primary intraoral MALT type
lymphoma have been reported.4-8 The previously reported

cases appeared to be MALT type lymphoma arising from
minor salivary gland in the oral cavity (minor salivary
gland type). The histopathologic, immunohistochemical
and genotypic findings of MALT type lymphoma of the
minor salivary gland type have been well described. 4-8, 10, 11

Histopathologically, these cases were characterized by the
marginal zone distribution pattern of CCL cells, the pres-
ence of colonized follicles and lymphoepithelial lesions,
and CCL cells representing occasional plasma cell differ-
entiation.10,11 Four of our seven cases were MALT lym-
phomas of the minor salivary gland type.

MALT lymphomas occasionally contain numerous folli-
cles and may exhibit a prominent follicular growth pattern
resulting from follicular colonization.10,12 The histopatho-
logical findings of the remaining three cases in our series
appear quite different from those of the MALT lymphoma
of the minor salivary gland type. Histologically, these
three lesions were characterized by a prominent follicular
growth pattern resulting from follicular colonization,
absence of lymphoepithelial lesions, CCL cells represent-
ing minimal plasma cell differentiation (follicular growth
type). Moreover, mantle cells invaded the neoplastic folli-
cles colonized by tumor cells, resembling follicular lym-
phoma, particularly the “floral variant”.13 Floral variant
sometimes exhibit marginal zone differentiation.13 How-
ever, CD10, CD43, bcl-2 and bcl-6 immunostaining clear-
ly separated the residual non-neoplastic germinal center
cells from CCL cells.13-15 Moreover, CD23 immunostain-
ing demonstrated a disrupted follicular dendritic cell pat-
tern characteristic of follicular colonization in MALT lym-
phoma.10, 12 In these three cases, the marginal zone nature
of the CCL cells was most recognizable by immunohisto-
chemistry, although the histologic appearance alone may
cause some diagnostic problems. 

Histopathological findings of these two types of intraoral
MALT lymphoma appear quite different.  However, the pre-
sent study indicates that API2-MALT1 fusion transcript does
not appear to be associated with intraoral MALT lymphoma
as previously indicated.5,7 Recently, Du et al. indicated strong
bcl-10 nuclear staining by immunohistochemistry, suggesting
the presence of t(1;14)(q21;q21).16 However, there was no
strong bcl-6 nuclear staining in any of our seven cases.  

Previously, Solomides et al found EBER+ tumor cells in
a portion of MALT type lymphomas.2 However, there was
no EBER+ cells in any of our seven cases. 
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Figure 4. (a) On high-power field, the tumor cells in the inter-
follicular area were composed of medium-sized lymphocytes
with scant cytoplasm, indented or round nuclei and absent or
small nucleoli. Note the large cells resembling centroblasts.
Tumor cells exhibited minimal plasma cell differentiation. (b)
Colonized follicle was occupied by medium-sized neoplastic cells
with residual germinal-center cells (arrow). HE x250, Case 6

Figure 5. (a) In a colonized lymphoid follicle, tumor cells were
bcl-2+, but the residual germinal center cells were bcl-2-
(arrow). x100 (b) In a colonized lymphoid follicle, tumor cells
were bcl-6-negative. Note the bcl-6-positive residual germinal
center cells. x100 (c) CD23 immunostaining demonstrating a
disrupted follicular dendritic cell pattern characteristic of follic-
ular colonization. x25, Case 6

a b

a

b

c



3. Solomides CC, Miller AS, Christman RA, Talwar J, Simpkins H.
Lymphomas of the oral cavity: Histology, immunologic type,
and incidence of Epstein-Barr virus infection.  Hum Pathol
33:153-157, 2002

4. Odell EW, Lombardi T, Shirlaw PJ, White CAM: Minor salivary
gland hyalinization and amyloidosis in low-grade lymphoma of
MALT. J Oral Pathol Med 27:229-232, 1998 

5. Sakabe H, Bamba M, Nomura K, Kitamura S, Segawa H, Yasui
H, Inoue T, Taniwaki M, Fujiyama Y, Bamba T: MALT lym-
phoma at the base of the tongue developing without any back-
ground of immunodeficiency or autoimmune disease. Leuk
Lymphoma 44:875-878, 2003  

6. Honda K, Kusama H, Takagi S, Sekine S, Noguchi M, Chiba H:
Diagnosis of intra-oral MALT lymphoma using seminested
polymerase chain reaction. Br J Oral Maxillofac Surg 42:28-
32, 2004 

7. Sakuma H, Okabe M, Yokoi M, Eimoto T, Inagaki H: Sponta-
neous regression of intraoral mucosa-associated lymphoid tis-
sue lymphoma: molecular study of a case. Pathol Intern
56:331-335, 2006

8. Kojima M, Sugihara S, Iijima M, Ono T, Yoshizumi T, Masawa
N: Marginal zone B-cell lymphoma of minor salivary gland
representing tumor-forming amyloidosis of the oral cavity. A
case report. J Oral Pathol Med 35:314-316, 2006

9. Inagaki H, Chan JKC, Ng JWM, Okabe M, Yoshino T, Okamoto
M, Ogawa H, Matsushita H, Yokose T, Matsuno Y, Nakamura
N, Nagasaka T, Ueda R, Eimoto T, Nakamura S: Primary
thymic extranodal marginal zone B-cell lymphoma of

mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue type exhibits distinctive
clinicopathological and molecular features.  Am J Pathol
160:1435-1443, 2002

10. Isaacson PG, Norton AJ: Extranodal lymphomas. Churchill
Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1994

11. Chan ALC, Chan JKC. Haematolymphoid tumors. In: Patholo-
gy and genetics of tumours of head and neck. (Eds: Barnes L,
Evenson JW, Reichart P, Sidransky D), IARCPress, Lyon,
2005, pp 199-205

12. Isaacson PG, Wotherspoon AC, Diss T, Pan L: Follicular colo-
nization of B-cell lymphoma of mucosa-associated lymphoid
tissue. Am J Surg Pathol 15:819-828, 1991 

13. Kojima M, Yamanaka S, Yoshida T, Shimizu K, Murayama K,
Ohno Y, Itoh H, Motoori T, Masawa N, Nakamura S: Histologi-
cal variety of floral variant of follicular lymphoma.  A report of
13 Japanese cases. APMIS 114:626-632, 2006

14. Lai R, Weiss LM, Chang KL, Arber DA: Frequency of CD43
expression in non-Hodgkin lymphoma. A survey of 742 cases
and further characterization of rare CD43+ follicular lym-
phoma. Am J Clin Pathol 111:488-494, 1999

15. Wang T, Lasota J, Hanau CA, Miettinen M: Bcl-2 oncoprotein
is widespread in lymphoid tissue and lymphoma but its differ-
ential expression in benign versus malignant follicles and
monocytoid B-cell proliferation is of diagnostic value. APMIS
103: 655-662, 1995

16. Isaacson PG, Du M-Q: Gastrointestinal lymphoma: where
morphology meets molecular biology. J Pathol 205:255-274,
2005

349Intraoral Mucosa-associated Lymphoid Tissue Lymphoma

Vol 13, No 4, 2007



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


